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reformers, all drink." The reformers generally in
Ramtanu's day reviled the Hindu religion, and
would shout in the ears of the orthodox, "We eat
beef." It subsequently became apparent to agita-
tors, adepts in intrigue, that they put themselves out
of court by this conduct; and for the last few years
not only have they affected respect for the preju-
dices, religious and social, of the masses, but they
have professed belief in the more obscurantist
forms of Hinduism, in the most material, most
idolatrous, and, it may be said, most degrading
aspects of a religion, which embraces every shade
of belief from monotheism to pantheism, and from
abstract philosophic reasoning to animism and
downright devil worship.

Social reform meanwhile has receded into the
background.

There is a good deal of unfriendly feeling with
regard to female education. The masses no doubt
think that it is likely to make women independent
and immoral, and they are convinced that customs
and institutions which have stood the test of cen-
turies possess surpassing merits, and who shall say
that there is not at least some sense in such reason-
ing? Indeed, many of the agitators, who prate of
the emancipation of women upon the platform, in
their private families observe to the letter the
ancient law, and stand firmly on the old world
ways.